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N E W S  R E LE A S E  

Hunters raise nearly $ 500,000  for Arizona's wildlife  

Sp ecial tags for big gam e hunts ge nerat e im pressive funding 

PHOENIX - Th e 200 8 Arizona  Big Game Super Raffle (AZBGSR) was held July 19 in Phoe nix a nd 

nine  lu cky ticket h old ers wa lked a way with a  sp ecial big gam e tag a nd a chance a t a hun t-of -a-

lifetime.  

 

Howe ver, the re al news is what happ ened for a ll of the residents of Arizona. Th e raffle generated 

more  than $4 75,000, which  will go directly on  the ground t o benefit Ar izona 's wildlife.  

 

"The final tally for a ll nine tags was $47 8,860, an d although do wn from last  yea r's reco rd high of 

$557,64 1, this year was a tremend ous success,  given th e cu rrent economic conditio ns, " says 

Charlie Kelly,  president o f the Arizona Big Gam e Super Raff le.  

 

Every do llar raised for ea ch  species by the raffle of these special big game  tag s is ret urne d to the 

Arizo na Ga me and Fish Dep artm ent and man aged by the Arizona Hab itat  Pa rtnership  Committee 

(AHPC) fo r tha t particular sp ecies. With input from 12 local habitat partners across the state, as well 

as the input from  th e organizations involve d th e fu nd raising,  the y collective ly determin e which 

projects will provid e the mo st b enefit to ea ch spe cies re present ed.  

 

The num ber of pro jects funded through this program is extensive. In 2007 alone, there were m ore 

than 85 projects ap proved. The types of project s run the ga mut, from hauling wate r to water 

catchm ents durin g drought ye ars, a ll the  way to  contract ing helicopt er services for the  catchin g and 

relocating the iconic desert bighorn sh eep, to increa se th eir  ran ge and po pulatio n. Other projects 

include grassland restora tio n, fen ce re moval,  re sea rch a nd ot hers. And, when these do llars are 

matched w ith  other fund sources,  the ben efits to  wildlife are multiplied  many times over.  

 

One  of the m ost note worthy proje cts t hat m any Arizona travelers have be nefitted f rom is the "State 

Route 260 Project." While com ple x, it  wa s a comp rehe nsive p ackag e be tween the department  and 

ADOT to reduce th e amount  of wild life-related collisions alo ng a 17 -mile stre tch  of Highway 2 60, 

just below the  M ogollo n Rim just we st of Payson. The many changes made  to  th at section of the 

freeway resulted in an 85 -percent reduction in wild life -related collisions in the  first  yea r, wh ile 

increasing  the ability for wildlife to cross the highway and link habitats.  

 

Ron Thompson, coordinator f or AHPC, had this to  say. "The  a mazing  th ing  a bout this p rogram is 

the am ount of mo ney being raised by such a small minority (approximately one percen t) o f the 

stat e's p opulation," he  said. "Wha t excites me is the thou ght of g etting m ore conservation and 

outdoor groups involve d wo rkin g as on e collective group. W ith even greater fun din g, options o n the 

table could include  co nse rvation ea sem ents and the protection of o pen spaces - where not  only 

wildlife will b enefit, but a gain, the citizen s o f Arizona and  its traveling g uests. "  

 

The AZBGSR sta rted in 2006.  The tags that are raffled off  are gra nted by the Arizona Game and 

Fish  Comm issio n as Special Big Gam e Ta gs.  The  tags are  publicly awarded t o soliciting 

organ izations e ach year. The big g ame tags raffled included one  each for prongho rn antelope, 

black bear, buff alo , Coue s whitetail, desert bigho rn shee p, elk, javelina, mule de er, a nd turke y.  

 

The uniq ueness of the  special tag s is that the hun ting  se ason is yea r-round  with very f ew limita tio ns 

on hu nting areas, allow ing  tag winne rs the  time to p ursue a t roph y animal, m any of which a re only 

found in Arizona.  The  raffle w inn ers for the fo llowing t ags were:  

 

* An telope - Cal Sutton,  Peoria  

* Be ar - Dwight Calla han, Gold Ca nyo n  
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* Bu ffalo - Ryan Ashton, Sa int  Joh ns  

* Coues Deer - Brian Williams, Ch rist ian a, Te nn.  

* Elk -  Robert Du nn, Yuma   

* Javelina -  JC  Amberlin, Kingm an  

* M ule Deer -  Jerry Elliott , Gilbert  

* Bigho rn She ep - Scot t Krieg, Glendale  

* Turke y - Mark Griffith, M esa  

* Swarovski optics package - Rich ard Wilso n, Phoen ix  

 

So , the ne xt t ime  yo u see a he rd of elk ne ar Fla gstaff, or antelope in a n open plains of Prescott, or if 

you 're  lucky to  spo t a  desert bighorn sheep pee ring down from  a  cliff in the  desola te desert, 

reme mber t o think o f hunters a s conserva tion ists, as the major ity of w ildlife co nse rvation and 

managem ent o f gam e animals by th e Arizona Game a nd Fish Depa rtmen t is made possible by 

funding ge nera ted from the sale of hunting licenses, hunt  permit -tags, and matching fu nds from 

federal e xcise  taxes hunters pay on gun s, a mmunition and  related  equipment.   

 

To lea rn more  about  the Arizo na Game  and Fish Department's co nservation e fforts, visit 

www.azgfd.gov/conserva tion .  

 

To learn  m ore abo ut the Arizona Big Gam e Super Raffle, visit 

www.arizonabigga mesuperraffle.com .  

 

-30-  

 

The Arizona  Ga me and Fish Department prohibits d iscrimination on the  basis of race , color, sex, 

national origin, ag e, or disab ility in its progra ms and activities. If an yo ne believe s t hat they ha ve 

been discr im ina ted against in an y of the  AGFD's programs o r activities, including employment 

practices, they m ay file  a com pla int with the Deputy Director, 500 0 W. Carefree H igh way, Ph oenix, 

AZ 85 086-5000, (602) 942 -3000, o r w ith the Fish a nd Wild life Service, 4040 N . Fa ir fax Dr. Ste. 130, 

Arling ton, VA 22 203. Persons with a disabilit y m ay requ est a reasonable accommo dation or this 

document in an  alt ernat ive format b y cont acting the De puty Director as listed a bove.  

Medi a Contact: 

Doug Bu rt (623) 236-7215  

 

 

 

 
©2008 The Outdoor Wire. A ll Ri ghts Reserved.

Page 2 of 2The Outdoor Wire: Hunters raise nearly $500,000 for Arizona's wildlife

8/26/2008http://www.theoutdoorwire.com/tow_release.php?ID=134208


